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WORSHIP SERVICE FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2026  
DIVINE SERVICE 1 p. 151 

Confession and Absolution 

 

           Shepherd of Tender Youth                                                   LSB 864 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Clement of Alexandria, c. 170–c. 220; tr. Henry M. Dexter, 1821–90, alt. 

Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716–96Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 

Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As 

a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

Service of the Word 

Psalm Psalm 23; antiphon: v. 1 

1The LORD is my | shepherd;* 

 I | shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green | pastures.* 

 He leads me beside still | waters. 
3He re- | stores my soul.* 

 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his | name’s sake. 

4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, for you are | with me;* 

 your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 

5You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my | enemies;* 

 you anoint my head with oil; 

 my cup | overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days | of my life,* 

 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for- | ever. 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us 

Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by 

name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  

 
Sit 

 

Epistle 1 Peter 2 
 1So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 2Like newborn infants, long for 

the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is 

good. 

 4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5you 

yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in Scripture: 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

 a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected 

 has become the cornerstone,” 

8and 

“A stone of stumbling, 

 and a rock of offense.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
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 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 

proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a 

people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 11Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war 

against your soul. 12Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as 

evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 

 13Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 14or to 

governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 15For this is the will of 

God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16Live as people who are free, 

not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17Honor everyone. Love the 

brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 

 18Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but also to the unjust. 
19For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20For what 

credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you 

endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also 

suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither 

was deceit found in his mouth. 23When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not 

threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the 

tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were 

straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 10:1–10 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

  

 
  

 1[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by 

another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3To 

him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 
4When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 
5A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6This 

figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

 7So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8All who came before me 

are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be 

saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that 

they may have life and have it abundantly.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL KIDS SING  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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            The Church’s One Foundation                                  LSB 644 sts. 1–5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, alt.Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–76Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Offering 
           The King of Love My Shepherd Is                                             LSB 709 
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5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And, oh, what transport of delight 

    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

    Within Thy house forever! 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent.Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For steadfast faith to hear the voice of our great Shepherd, that passing through the valley of the shadow of 

death we may receive our portion in His abundant life, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all pastors, that God would bestow Christ’s wisdom and tenderness upon those called to shepherd the 

souls of His people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all believers, that they would receive their pastors as gifts from the Lord, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all Christian homes, that by good deeds the ignorance of foolish people may be put to silence before 

God’s divine institution; for all married couples, [especially _____________,] that God would preserve 

them in love and faithfulness; for all parents, that God would strengthen them as teachers of the faith; and 

for the unmarried, that God would uphold them honorable and unashamed in their station, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For those who would govern the people of the Church, that they would be held accountable and honor the 

purpose of the Good Shepherd as they protect His people and serve the cause of justice and liberty, let us 

pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For _____________, that God would work by His mercy for their good now and eternally; for readiness to 

intercede for one another since we have been gathered together in the fellowship of Christ and His apostolic 

Word; and for the proclamation of the Gospel, that God would be pleased to add to our number those who 

are being saved, until He brings us all rest eternally in His safekeeping, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For those who eat of Christ’s body and blood this day, given and shed for the forgiveness of our sins, that 

even amid sin, death and the devil, the Lord’s goodness and mercy would follow us all the days of our lives 

and we would dwell in His house forever, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For the Holy Spirit in rich measure, that hearing and following Christ, our Shepherd, we would pass 

through every tribulation to our eternal heavenly home, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and 

worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction LSB 166 

 

 
 

          O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe                                         LSB 666 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jacob Fabricius, 1593–1654; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.Tune: German, 1534, Nürnberg 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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